St Augustine’s Church, Galway.

Sunday, January 1st 2023 - New Year’s Day
Parish email:augustiniangalway@gmail.com Parish Web: www.augustinians.ie/galway

A Word in Your Ear....
These short days between Christmas and New Year are days when
normal time seems suspended - we are not very sure what day of the week it
is. Without the usual routines life becomes a round of visits, sales and
left-overs. This is what anthropologists call ‘liminal time’, a time of transition.
‘The year is going - let it go!’ wrote the poet Tennyson of 1833, in
which his young friend Arthur Hallam had died. There might well be a few
today who feel much the same about 2022. For most of us, the ordinary pleasures of day to day
life have been blighted by the dark shadows cast by human evil and violence. Many will
associate 2022 with the atrocities perpetrated by Russia in Ukraine. The invasion has resulted
in tens of thousands of deaths on both sides. It has caused Europe's largest refugee crisis since
World War II. An estimated 8 million Ukrainians were displaced within their own country while
7.8 million fled the country by 8 November 2022. Russia had its greatest emigration since the
1917 October Revolution.
Apart from these atrocities, how many poor people lost their lives at sea in their search
for a peaceful homeland? There will of course be good things to recall too - a wedding, perhaps,
or a baby born, or a new home. Yet if there are ‘good’ and ‘bad’ years, this one probably falls
for most of us in the latter category - right to this week’s massive wave of Russian missiles
striking multiple cities in Ukraine, causing power cuts and devastation.
Yet, New Year’s Eve saw crowds on the streets in our great cities, celebrating. So - what
are they celebrating? Not the memories of 2022 surely, nor the remorseless march of Father
Time. It’s probably not 2022 they have in mind at all, but the new year, 2023, in which case the
cheers are based on hope rather than experience. Who knows, perhaps next year will be better
than the last one?
Let’s turn over the page, as it were, and move quickly on. Time flies. The Old Preacher
in the Bible reminds us that: for everything there is a season, a time for every matter under
heaven, - a time to be born and a time to die, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time for war
and a time for peace. He sees all this as part of the way the Creation works –‘God has made
everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into our minds’.
Human beings, in other words, have an understanding of past, present, future: we live in a world
with tenses. And God has done this, says the Preacher, ‘so that all should stand in awe before
him’.
Time, like space, is awesome, almost beyond understanding. But, unlike space, we can
largely decide what we do with ‘our’ time. That decision has consequences, of course. Time, a
gift of God, is too precious to abuse or to waste. Increasingly I hear it said that the chief need of
our children is our time. Time to care, time to talk, time to build relationships, time to listen. No
end of gadgets and gifts can compete with that. No reason, then, not to mark the passing of the
old year and the birth of the new one, but every reason to recognise that we too are part of the
process, carried along by time’s tide but not helpless to make choices. Some of those choices
will surely change us, or our families, or our neighbours. Some may eventually change the
world! It could well be as simple as that. Happy New Year, and waste no time! Dick Lyng.
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(Please feel free to take this Mass Leaflet home)
The Augustinian Community wishes you and
all your loved ones a very happy and healthy
New Year.
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Parish Office Phone: 091-562524
We draw your attention to the Child Safeguarding Policy Statement
in the Church porch.

Masses Today
Sunday January 1st 2023 New Year’s Day
11am: Stephen Flaherty (Anniv)
6.30pm: Christmas Novena

Prayer Before The Crib
God, Our Father,
You sent your only son as a little child
To love and save us.
To our lives, he brings joy and peace,
Justice, mercy and love.
Lord, bless all who look upon is manger;
May it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus
and raise our thoughts to him, who is
God-with-us and Saviour of all,
and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Fill our homes with hospitality, joy, gentleness
and thanksgiving and guide our steps
in the way of peace.
Amen.
Feast of the EPIPHANY

Weekday Masses

Friday January 6th is the feast of the
Epiphany and is a Church Holy Day.
Masses on the day are 8.30am, 11am, and
1.10pm

Monday January 2nd
8.30am: Christmas Novena
11am: Purgatorial
Tuesday January 3rd
8.30am: Christmas Novena
11am:
Mairead Mullan (Recently Deceased)
Mary Ciss O’Brien (Anniv)
Wednesday January 4th
8.30am: Christmas Novena
11am: Mother of Good Counsel
Thursday January 5th
8.30am:
Christmas Novena
11am:
Elizabeth McCarthy (RIP)
Friday January 6th
8.30am: Christmas Novena
11am:
Lena Donohue (Anniv)
th

Saturday January 7
8.30am:
Christmas Novena
11am:
Phyllis Naughton & Martin Curran (Anniv)
Sunday January 8th Baptism of the Lord
6.30pm (Vigil): Kathleen & Frank Walsh (Anniv)
11am:
Freda Ryan (Recently Deceased)
6.30pm:
Tom Mitchell (Anniv)

Sunday Collection: Last Sunday’s collection amounted
to € 2,325. Thanks very much for your continued
support.

Readers
1st January - New Year’s Day
6.30pm (Vigil): Ann Campbell
11am:
Roisin Healy
6:30pm:
Edward Jones
7h/8th January - Baptism of the Lord
6:30pm (Vigil): Tony O’Keeffe
11am:
Liam Ó Móráin
6.30pm:
Máirín Gilvarry
14th/15th January - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
6:30pm (Vigil): Ann Bruzzi
11am:
Mary O’h-ici
6.30pm:
Edward Jones

Eucharistic Ministers
1st January - New Year’s Day
6.30pm (Vigil):
11am:
Virginia O’Mahony
6.30pm:
Leo O’Connell
7th/8th January - The Baptism of the Lord
6.30pm (Vigil): Ann Campbell
11am:
Peadar O’h-ici
6.30pm:
Máirín Jones
14th/15th January - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
6.30pm (Vigil): Patricia Cassidy
11am:
Martina Freeney
6.30pm:
Leo O’Connell

