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A Word in Your Ear....
When you live in a democracy you have the privilege of complaining
about it, participating in it, improving it or doing nothing, as is your right. It’s
quite easy to take your freedom to do these things for granted. Until perhaps
you hear of a country where just to protest, or want to improve things leads to
jail, torture or death. The Russian destruction of Ukraine and its people is a
direct assault on democracy. The Taliban rulers in Afghanistan have banned
women from colleges of education or working for aid agencies and charities. The Taliban
continue to demonstrate their contempt for the rights, freedoms, and welfare of the Afghan
people, particularly women and girls.
Of all countries in this world, a third live under authoritarian rule. Only 6% meet criteria
of ‘full democracy,’ as assessed by the measure of pluralism, rule of law and civil liberties. Most
countries are called ‘flawed democracies’, of which the United States is now considered one.
But the democracy that gave us ‘Government of the people, by the people and for the
people’ is not the only one under strain. Unhappy populations in usually stable democracies are
blaming the system for their woes. The dissatisfaction has seen a surge in populism, racism, and
nationalism.
Winston Churchill once said that: “democracy is the worst form of government – except
for all the others that have been tried.” His cynicism was perhaps justified after the British
people rejected him as Prime Minister within months of winning the Second World War. But
his observation is largely true.
Whether it is the worst form of government or not, there is little doubt that the alternatives
are worse. Suppressing people’s views through dictatorship or tyranny means the rule of a
narrow minority over the rest. Imposing stability through fear is not the best way to provide the
security, prosperity and growth that will make people’s lives better.
No-one pretends democracy is perfect. But before we swap one for the other, let’s be clear
about what we could be giving up. For all its defects, they are defects we are free to change.
In the Bible, God watches the people try out tribal governance, theocracy and monarchy
with little obvious sign of progress. Along the way, they fall prey to dictatorship, racial
discrimination and deifying the nation. All of which are condemned by the prophets who
heroically keep calling the people back to a better way.
Jesus lived under imperial occupation, caught between a theocratic people and an
autocratic king. But rather than suggest a new, improved version of government, he described
a world where the marginalised have a voice, we care for people beyond our own boundaries,
and leaders serve rather than dominate.
These values can influence our own systems of government. In the recent US mid-term
elections, described as ‘a battle for the soul of the nation’, the first black senator for Georgia,
Raphael Warnock, likened voting to being ‘a prayer for the world we desire’. Everyone having
a vote that counts would be something.
In this ‘world of sin and woe’ it’s still possible to see democracy as the political
enactment of a spiritual idea that every person has an essential worth. An idea found in the God
who gives away power to the people, for the people. -Dick Lyng.
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Masses Today
Sunday January 8th - Baptism of the Lord
6.30pm (Vigil): Kathleen & Frank Walsh (Anniv)
11am:
Freda Ryan (Recently Deceased)
6.30pm:
Tom Mitchell (Anniv)

Weekday Masses
Monday January 9th
8.30am: Christmas Novena
11am: Purgatorial
Tuesday January 10th
8.30am: Christmas Novena
11am:
Chris Conneely (Anniv)
Wednesday January 11th
8.30am: Christmas Novena
11am: Mother of Good Counsel
Thursday January 12th
8.30am: Christmas Novena
11am:
Eileen Hynes (RIP)
Friday January 13th
8.30am: Christmas Novena
11am:
Mary & Michael King (RIP)
John & Eamon King (RIP)
Saturday January 14th
8.30am:
Novena (RIP)
11am:
Ann Faherty (RIP)
Sunday January 15th 2023
6.30pm (Vigil): Willie Murphy (Anniv)
11am:
Nevin Breen (5th Anniv)
Flan, Margaret & Anthony Neylon (RIP)
6.30pm:

Giving Tree: The total amount collected from the
Giving Tree this year was € 1,745. Thanks very much.
Sunday Collection: Last Sunday’s collection amounted to
€ 1,055. Thanks very much for your continued support.

RECENT DEATHS: Our sympathy to Marian Kane and
family on the death of Michael (Chestnut Lane) whose
funeral mass took place in St. Joseph’s Church on
Thursday last and also sympathy to Neil Warner on the
death of his sister Wilma. May they rest in peace.

Customs on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

In the Ukraine the faithful gather in the front of the church where
a cross of ice is placed. Since there are no rivers near churches, a
tub is filled with water and is placed in front of the ice cross.
During special and very unique services the water is blessed and
brought home. This is taken in before breakfast is eaten. The
remains are kept during the year to keep the home safe from fire,
lightening and sickness.
The priest visits his parishioners to bless their homes with the holy
water that the New Year may be one of cooperation with the gift of
God; His Son and the participation in the Life He has come to lead
us in toward Salvation. The evening meal is very much a repeat of
the Holy Supper except that there are no restrictions on meat and
dairy products. It starts with Kutia, which has been saved from
Christmas Eve.

Readers
7h/8th January 6:30pm (Vigil):
11am:
6.30pm:

Baptism of the Lord
Tony O’Keeffe
Liam Ó Móráin
Máirín Gilvarry

14th/15th January - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
6:30pm (Vigil): Ann Bruzzi
11am:
Mary O’h-Ici
6.30pm:
Edward Jones

Eucharistic Ministers
7th/8th January - The Baptism of the Lord
6.30pm (Vigil): Ann Campbell
11am:
Peadar O’h-Ici
6.30pm:
Máirín Jones
14th/15th January - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
6.30pm (Vigil): Patricia Cassidy
11am:
Martina Freeney
6.30pm:
Leo O’Connell

